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The birth in 1921 of the Communist Party of China (CPC) with Marxism as its guiding 
ideology was a major event that radically changed the historical fate of the Chinese people. 
In the 90 years since its founding the CPC has always persevered in combining Marxism 
with Chinese realities, constantly pushed forward theoretical innovations in the process of 
practical innovations and led the Chinese people in winning the great victory of socialism 
in China. These achievements represent a victory for the Chinese people in their historical 
choice, a victory for the CPC and a victory for Marxism in China. History has proved that 
only Marxism can save China and that the Sinicization of Marxism can be achieved only 
through constant theoretical innovations in this regard and, in the final analysis, through the 


Party’s upholding of the ideological line of seeking truth from facts. 


Keywords: Communist Party of China (CPC), Sinicization of Marxism, socialism, Mao 
Zedong Thoughts, theory of socialism with Chinese characteristics, seeking 


truth from facts 


Ninety years ago, in 1921, a great event took place in early modern Chinese history that 
radically changed the historical destiny of the Chinese nation—the birth of the Communist 
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Party of China (CPC) with Marxism as its guiding ideology. In the past ninety years, the 
Communist Party of China has always stood at the forefront of the times, persevered in 
combining Marxism with Chinese realities, constantly pushed forward theoretical innovations 
in practice and promoted the Sinicization and popularization of Marxism and geared it to the 
times. Under the guidance of Marxism, the CPC has led the Chinese people in successfully 
carrying out revolution, construction and reform and fundamentally changed the face of 
China and the fate of the Chinese nation. Today, China is no longer a nation that is poor and 
weak and allows itself to be trampled upon by others, but a newly emerging vibrant socialist 
country with great momentum of development that stands rock-firm in the east of the earth 
with a widespread and significant influence over the world. The victory of socialism in China 
is the victory of the historical choice of the Chinese people, the victory of the CPC and the 
victory of Marxism. 


I. Only Marxism Can Save China 


It was the inevitable result of the development of the world events and China’s national 
conditions that Marxism was propagated in China, was accepted by the Chinese people, 
and further took root, blossomed and bore fruit on Chinese soil. And it is the natural logic 
of historical development since early modern times in China that the Chinese people chose 
Marxism as the truth to save the nation, that the political party of the Chinese working class— 
the CPC—took Marxism as its theoretical basis and ideological guide and that once Marxism 
as an ideological weapon was combined with the Chinese people’s material force it turned 
into a tremendous dynamic revolutionary force which changed China’s historical destiny. 

With the Opium War in 1840 as a turning point, the Chinese nation that had created a 
splendid ancient civilization was gradually reduced to the status of an “inferior people” 
bullied by world powers. To satisfy their greed for colonial plunder and seizure of markets, 
foreign powers, mainly the Western capitalist countries, launched bloody wars of aggression 
one after another against China and forced the corrupt and incompetent Qing government to 
sign a series of unequal treaties with them, pushing China step by step into a semi-colonial 
and semi-feudal society. In order to save China and recreate the glory of China, various 
political forces in China put forward all sorts of solutions and adopted different means and 
tactics. 

First of all, the peasant class and the toiling masses waged fierce armed struggle against 
the feudal ruling class and imperialism. In 1851, Hong Xiuquan launched the Taiping 
Peasant Movement and worked out the programmatic document, “The Agrarian System of 
the Heavenly Kingdom,” yearning for a society in which “land and food are shared, so are 
clothing and money; there is no place where people are unequal and there is nobody who 
suffers from hunger or cold.” The Taiping army confronted the Qing government for 14 years 
and captured more than 600 cities. They also fought bravely against the armed intervention of 
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the British and French invaders in Shanghai, Suzhou, and other cities. The Boxer Rebellion 
with peasants as the mainstay set off an anti-imperialist and patriotic tide. They put up a 
desperate fight with primitive weapons against the Allied Forces, showing the Chinese 
people’s indomitable spirit of resistance and shocking the imperialist powers. From the Opium 
War on, the armed struggles of China’s peasant class and toiling working masses rolled 
on with full force and advanced wave upon wave, but most of them failed like the Taiping 
Peasant Movement under the joint suppression of the feudal ruling class and imperialism. 

Next, within the camp of the feudal ruling class some people who had the will to make 
the country strong attempted to introduce reform in order to bring about a resurgence of 
the Qing Dynasty. Lin Zexu launched the Campaign for the Prohibition of Opium, which, 
however, ended in failure due to betrayal by corrupt officials within and attack by imperialist 
powers without in addition to the incompetence and capriciousness of the court. Wei Yuan 
proposed “‘to learn the strong points of foreign countries in order to control them” and some 
comprador bureaucrats in favor of copying the Western model initiated the Westernization 
Movement under the banner of striving to make China powerful and prosperous. They bought 
Western ships and guns and initiated Western-type military, civil industrial and transportation 
industries. But the well-equipped Qing forces suffered crushing defeat by Japan in the Sino- 
Japanese War of 1894-1895 and the Northern Navy was practically wiped out in the battle, 
which announced the bankruptcy of the Westernization Movement. 

Drawing on the Japanese bourgeoisie’s experience in the Meiji Restoration, the reformers 
represented by Kang Youwei and Liang Qichao carried out reformism and tried to save the 
nation from peril through reform under the precondition of preserving the imperial authority 
of the Qing Dynasty. The reformers played an important role in intellectual enlightenment, 
but they pinned their hopes on Emperor Guangxu who had no real power to carry out their 
reform. As a result the Reform Movement lasted only 103 days. With an order from Empress 
Dowager Cixi, the Reform Movement of 1898 came to an end and Tan Sitong and five other 
leaders of the movement were beheaded. 

Dr. Sun Yat-sen, the great pioneer of the bourgeois democratic revolution, rejected the 
reformist project and made up his mind to overthrow the Qing Dynasty through armed 
revolution and usher in the old democratic revolution of early modern times. The Revolution 
of 1911 that he led put an end to the autocratic monarchy that had lasted for thousands of 
years in China and boosted the people’s awakening and the emancipation of their minds, with 
far-reaching and profound significance and influence. However, “it is a pity that so many 
deaths and so much blood won only a sham republic” for the fruits of the revolution were 
soon grabbed by Yuan Shikai, followed by the farce of Yuan Shikai and Zhang Xun’s attempts 
to restore the imperial system and Cao Kun’s electoral bribery. The imperialist powers 
still manipulated China’s politics and controlled China’s economic lifeline, the country 
was still torn apart by separatist and rival warlords and China’s social nature remained 
substantially unchanged. All of the above efforts and attempts ended in failure, announcing 
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the ineffectiveness of all these prescriptions. 

In the history of early modern China, each struggle and exploration aimed at saving 
the country and the people promoted more or less social progress under given historical 
conditions, but one after another they failed. In the final analysis, subjectively speaking, they 
had no correct theory for guidance. Let’s put aside the old-type peasant uprisings and the 
local reform schemes and focus on the old democratic program for national rejuvenation. Its 
guiding principles were no other than the ideological weapons of human rights, democracy, 
universal love and freedom handed down from the period of bourgeois enlightenment and 
revolution and its main goals were the development of a capitalist economy, politics and 
culture and establishment of a modern capitalist state. Then, why is it that the Western 
countries could successfully carry out the bourgeois democratic revolution, establish capitalist 
states and embark on the road to modernization and power under the guidance of bourgeois 
ideology, but China could not, and why were the capitalist intellectual weapons not effective 
on the soil of old China? The answer was to be found in the specific conditions of China. The 
capitalist mode of production was in the bud in China’s Ming dynasty. Without intervention 
from international capitalism China might have followed the general law of historical 
development and taken the road of bourgeois democratic revolution. However, the imperialist 
powers invaded China in order to permanently control and exploit this country. Under no 
circumstances would they allow China to become a powerful bourgeois democratic republic; 
instead, they had to maintain and bolster China’s semi-colonial and semi-feudal system. 
It followed that the Western powers needed to collude with the Chinese feudal forces and 
bureaucratic capitalism and did not permit a bourgeois democratic revolution in China. Under 
such conditions, the Chinese national bourgeoisie was bound to be a weak class with a dual 
nature, unable to bear the responsibility of leading the democratic revolution. Therefore it was 
impossible for the old-type democratic revolution guided by bourgeois ideology and led by a 
weak national bourgeoisie and its political party to save China. 

Comrade Mao Zedong pointed out, “The salvoes of the October Revolution brought us 
Marxism-Leninism. The October Revolution helped progressives in China, as throughout the 
world, to adopt the proletarian world outlook as the instrument for studying a nation’s destiny 
and considering anew their own problems. Follow the path of the Russians—that was their 
Conclusion.”' Consequently, the Chinese people’s choice of the socialist road trodden by the 
Russian people, the leadership of the political party of the Chinese working class—the CPC— 
and the guidance of Marxism was an inevitable result of world history and the development 
of social contradictions in China, an outcome of the intensification of contradictions between 
the Chinese people on one side and imperialism and feudalism on the other, and the only 
correct choice for them. In the wake of the Revolution of 1911, the imperialist powers 
became increasingly decadent, the proletarian revolution was on the upswing, the situation 
in Old China was going from bad to worse and, to top it all, the First World War between 


1 Mao Zedong, “On the People’s Democratic Dictatorship,” p. 1471. 
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the imperialist powers broke out in 1914—all these raised doubts among progressive 
Chinese intellectuals over the capitalist system and its intellectual weapons. They felt deep 
in their hearts that the intellectual weapons of bourgeois democracy, freedom, equality and 
universal love could not solve China’s problems and that the old democracy advocated by the 
Chinese national bourgeoisie could not save China. Marxism and the success of the October 
Revolution stirred China’s progressive intellectuals and broadened their horizons, thus 
radically changing the direction of their endeavor to explore China’s road to democracy and 
liberation. Through a careful comparison of various Western intellectual trends and various 
schools of socialist thinking, they realized what could save the destiny of the Chinese people 
was not the bourgeoisie, capitalism or the bourgeois intellectual weapons, but the working 
class, scientific socialism and Marxism. The Chinese progressive intellectuals finally broke 
down the barriers of bourgeois democratic ideas, broke through the spiritual bounds of 
democracy, science and patriotism within the old democratic horizon, accepted Marxism and 
found the answer they had been seeking in Marxism. They chose Marxism as the only guiding 
ideology, chose socialism as the only way out for China and chose the working class and its 
political party as the sole leading force. The Communist Party of China that takes Marxism as 
its guide and represents the working class, the newly emerging advanced class, was born as 
the times demanded and began to bravely take on the great mission of leading the revolution, 
construction and reform and building China into a powerful socialist country. After ninety 
years China’s face has now been completely changed. 


I. We Must Adapt Marxism to China’s Conditions 


Marxism is an advanced thought imported from abroad. Therefore when we use it to guide 
the Chinese people in their social practice we must first of all solve the problem of how to 
combine it with China’s conditions and the Chinese people’s concrete practice. Only when 
Marxism is accepted, assimilated and applied by the Chinese people and becomes Sinicized 
Marxism will it be possible for it to play the role of scientific guide. 

How was the revolution to be carried out in China? What was the correct road to take in 
China? How to achieve modernization in this country? The classical writers of Marxism 
did not give ready answers to these questions. They focused on the proletarian revolution 
and socialist construction in the developed capitalist countries in the West. The October 
Revolution took place in Russia, a weak link in the chain of imperialist rule, but Russia had 
entered the capitalist stage of development and its socialist revolution was launched mainly 
through the staging of urban riots by the working class. China was a semi-colonial and semi- 
feudal society; the peasantry constituted the vast majority of the total population and modern 
industrial workers numbered only about two million. Therefore, how to achieve the victory of 
revolution and build socialism in such a big and backward Eastern country was an extremely 
difficult and complex new task. The CPC’s nine decades of historical experience and lessons 
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tell us that it will not do for us to blindly follow what was said in the works of the classical 
Marxist writers or copy the revolution and construction models of Russia and other countries; 
instead we must take a road suited to China’s national conditions in our revolution and 
construction, which demands the integration of Marxism with China’s reality and the creation 
of a Sinicized Marxism to arm the whole Party and guide its practice. 

In the early years of the Communist Party of China, due to lack of theoretical preparation 
and experience of struggle, the CPC took a roundabout course in its growth and suffered 
extremely painful setbacks, especially in 1927 and 1934. Chen Duxiu committed Right 
opportunist errors. He put forward the theory of “two revolutions” of striving for the victory 
of the capitalist revolution first and then launching the socialist revolution. He therefore 
made one concession after another to the right wing of the Kuomintang and gave up the 
leadership of the Chinese revolution, leading to the failure of the Great Revolution of 1927. 
Wang Ming committed the mistake of “Left” adventurism. He dogmatized Marxist teachings 
and sanctified the decisions of the Comintern and the Soviet experience. He was in favor 
of the “theory of a single socialist revolution” and the fanciful notion of “accomplishing 
both the political revolution and the social revolution at one stroke” and pushed forward 
military adventurism and political seclusion, causing enormous losses to the Party’s forces 
painstakingly accumulated over long years in the Soviet and the White areas and leading 
to the defeat of the struggle against the Kuomintang’s fifth “encirclement and suppression” 
campaign. The revolutionary bases rapidly shrank and the Chinese revolution was pushed 
almost to the brink of total failure. The “Left” and Right mistakes had different expressions 
but the same substance: the separation of the subjective from the objective and deviation from 
China’s national conditions. 

Practice showed the Chinese Communists that only when they combined Marxism with 
the realities in China would it be possible for them to lead the Chinese revolution to victory. 
Comrade Mao Zedong scientifically analyzed Chinese society and China’s specific national 
conditions, identified the semi-colonial and semi-feudal nature of this society, stressed the 
role of the peasantry as the main force of the Chinese revolution, formulated the general line 
of the new democratic revolution, and elaborated in a scientific manner the nature, objects, 
tasks, impetus, future and strategies of the Chinese revolution. He proposed the integration 
of the theory of stages of revolution with the theory of uninterrupted revolution and the two- 
step strategy for the Chinese revolution: the first step was to complete the task of the new 
democratic revolution against imperialism and feudalism—the new democratic revolution was 
a new-type bourgeois democratic revolution under the leadership of the working class and 
its political party, the CPC. The completion of the first step would be immediately followed 
by the second step—the socialist revolution. With the completion of the transition from new 
democracy to socialism, China would enter the stage of socialist construction. 

With regard to the choice of specific roads of revolution, what road was to be taken: 
to seize state power directly through capturing the cities by armed force or to seize state 
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power only after encircling the cities from the rural areas? The Chinese Communists mainly 
represented by Comrade Mao Zedong took into account China’s specific national conditions 
and pointed out that the peasant problem was at the core of the Chinese revolution and that 
the Chinese revolution must take the countryside as the base, rely mainly on the peasants and 
shift its focus of work from the cities to the rural areas. They then set up the Red Army of the 
Workers and Peasants and rural revolutionary bases, carried out an agrarian revolution and 
guerrilla warfare, and strove to preserve, recover and develop the revolutionary forces in the 
countryside, thus blazing a path to success for the Chinese revolution. 

With great political and theoretical courage, Comrade Mao Zedong led the whole Party in 
using the basic principles of Marxism to analyze China’s national conditions, scientifically 
sum up both positive and negative experiences, painstakingly explore a new road for the 
Chinese revolution and boldly make theoretical innovations in combining Marxism with 
China’s realities. By pooling the wisdom of the whole Party, he achieved the first historic 
leap of the Sinicization of Marxism and formed Mao Zedong Thought in the long years 
of revolutionary practice and struggle of boycotting and overcoming the “Left” and Right 
mistakes within the Party, thus pointing out the right direction for the Chinese revolution. 

Through the 28 years of arduous exploration and struggle, the Chinese people under the 
leadership of the Party successfully charted a new course for saving the nation from a dire fate 
and ensuring its survival, won the new democratic revolution and attained the goal of national 
independence and liberation of the people assiduously sought by numerous people with lofty 
ideals over one hundred years and more. Then New China was founded and a new era in the 
history of Chinese people was ushered in. Under the guidance of Mao Zedong Thought and 
under the leadership of the CPC, New China quickly healed the wounds of war, basically 
completed the socialist transformation of agriculture, handicrafts and capitalist industry and 
commerce, completed the socialist revolution, established the socialist system and embarked 
on the socialist road. The most extensive and profound social change in Chinese history was 
accomplished, thus laying the fundamental political premise and institutional foundation for 
the development of socialism with Chinese characteristics. 


III. We Must Constantly Promote Theoretical Innovation in the Sinicization of Marxism 


Marx and Engels revealed the inexorable historical law of the inevitable demise of capitalism 
and the victory of socialism. They once predicted that the socialist revolution would first take 
place simultaneously in a few developed capitalist countries of Western Europe and North 
America. In their later years, based on their research on the development paths of Russia 
and Eastern countries, they again predicted that under certain conditions less developed 
countries might take full advantage of the civilization created by capitalism and directly 
embark on a socialist road without passing through the “Caudine Forks” of the capitalist 
system. Marx’s scientific prediction was proved by the October Revolution in Russia in 
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the early 20th century, followed by the appearance of the socialist camp and preliminary 
successes in socialist construction in the Soviet Union and some other countries after World 
War II. However, in the late 20" century, drastic changes took place in the Soviet Union and 
Eastern Europe and the socialist camp no longer existed, which resulted in serious setbacks to 
socialist construction and plunged the socialism movement into a low ebb. But China proved 
to be an exception. Under the leadership of the CPC, China, through the reform and opening 
up drive, has scored remarkable achievements in its socialist cause since the 1970s and 1980s, 
turning Marx’s prediction into a living reality. The successful experience of socialism with 
Chinese characteristics penetratingly points to the fact that only through constant promotion 
of theoretical innovation in the Sinicization of Marxist theory will it be possible for Marxism 
to successfully guide practical innovation in socialist construction. 

On the eve of the founding of New China, previewing the Party’s mission of governance, 
Comrade Mao Zedong declared with lofty sentiments and high aspirations, “We are not 
only good at destroying the old world, we are also good at building the new.”” The Party’s 
first generation of central collective leadership with Comrade Mao Zedong at its core led 
the Chinese people on a new historical march. They actively searched for correct ways to 
get rid of poverty and backwardness and build China into a modern socialist country. At the 
beginning of socialist construction we mainly learnt from the Soviet experience and model. 
In view of the problems exposed in Soviet construction, Comrade Mao Zedong and the CPC 
Central Committee soon realized that we should not copy the Soviet experience, but must 
try to find a road suited to our own national conditions. Comrade Mao Zedong published in 
succession “On the Ten Major Relationships,” “On the Correct Handling of Contradictions 
among the People” and other relevant articles, pointing out that after the completion of 
socialist transformation, China’s fundamental task changed from the liberation of productive 
forces to the protection and development of productive forces under the new relations of 
production. Based on this understanding he put forward a series of guidelines, policies, 
principles and strategies for building socialism. The whole Party’s theoretical exploration 
of a correct road of socialist construction under the leadership of Comrade Mao Zedong 
provided the construction of socialism with historical experience and theoretical knowledge 
of important reference value, laid the ideological foundation and theoretical premise for the 
formation of the theoretical system of socialism with Chinese characteristics and promoted 
tailoring Marxism to China’s conditions. 

Under the leadership of the Party, the Chinese people surmounted numerous difficulties 
and set up an independent and relatively complete industrial system and national economic 
system and scored great achievements, including the atomic bomb, the nuclear bomb and the 
man-made satellite, which laid an important material and technological foundation for the 
development of socialism with Chinese characteristics today. As the socialist modernization 


2 Mao Zedong, “Report to the Second Plenary Session of the Seventh Central Committee of the 
Communist Party of China,” p. 1439. 
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drive is a completely new undertaking and the international situation at that time was very 
complex and pregnant with grim possibilities, setbacks and shortcomings occurred in the 
Party’s explorations. With the “Left” mistakes in the Party’s guiding ideology gradually 
assuming a dominant position culminating in the launch of the “Cultural Revolution,” our 
country’s socialist construction suffered great losses, valuable time was wasted and the gap 
between China and developed countries widened. 

In the late 1970s, in the face of the grim situation caused by a decade of catastrophe and at 
the critical historical juncture of “Whither China?,” the CPC held the Third Plenary Session 
of the Eleventh Central Committee, which completely negated the wrong theory and practice 
of “taking class struggle as the key link,” established the ideological line of emancipating the 
mind and seeking truth from facts, and set things to rights. In conformity to the aspirations 
of the whole Party and people for economic construction and development, the central 
leadership of the Party seized the opportunity of the ascent of peace and development as the 
two main themes in the world and made the strategic decision to shift the focus of the Party 
and state’s work to socialist modernization and adopt the reform and opening up policy, thus 
bringing about a great shift of far-reaching significance in the Party’s history and opening 
up a new historical era. The Party’s second generation of central collective leadership with 
Comrade Deng Xiaoping at its core vigorously advocated emancipation of the mind, summed 
up in a timely way the new experience and knowledge formed in practice and put forth many 
groundbreaking thinking, viewpoints and ideas. Centering on the most fundamental question, 
“what socialism is and how to build it,” Comrade Deng Xiaoping brought to light the essence 
of socialism and defined the general national policy of reform and opening up and the Party’s 
basic line in the primary stage of socialism. He systematically answered for the first time 
the basic questions of how to build socialism and how to consolidate and develop socialism 
in economically and culturally backward countries like China, made the Party’s guiding 
principles keep up with the times, brought the Sinicization of Marxism into a new realm, 
formulated Deng Xiaoping Theory and initiated the theoretical system of socialism with 
Chinese characteristics. 

Theoretical innovation greatly promoted innovation in practice. The reform started first in 
tural areas and the economic field and then extended to the cities, developing into all-round 
comprehensive reform while opening to the outside world radiated from the coastal areas to 
the hinterland, giving full play to the enthusiasm of millions of Chinese in construction and 
creation. China advanced rapidly along the new road of socialism with Chinese characteristics 
and achieved sustained and high-speed development. In just about 10 years China’s overall 
national strength reached a new level and the people’s livelihood progressed from subsistence 
to moderate prosperity, with the whole nation filled with vigor and energy. 

At the turn of the 1990s, a serious political disturbance occurred in China, while abroad, 
radical changes took place in East European countries and the former Soviet Union 
disintegrated. Quite a few Communist parties that had long held power fell out of power 
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and the world socialist movement was suddenly plunged into a low ebb. Some people 
abroad absurdly claimed that capitalism was the final destination of human history and not 
a few voices in China raised doubts about or rejected the Four Cardinal Principles. China’s 
development was confronted with unprecedented difficulties and huge pressures. The third 
generation of central collective leadership with Comrade Jiang Zemin at the core took over 
the helm at this critical historical juncture. They declared in clear terms that they would 
unswervingly persist in implementing the basic line and policies adopted since the Third 
Plenary Session of the Eleventh CPC Central Committee, scientifically judged new changes 
in the Party’s historical bearings, and attached great importance to strengthening Party 
building and consolidating the Party’s ruling position, treating Party building in the new 
era as a “new great project.” They solemnly set forth two major historical tasks in Party 
building, i.e., to enhance the Party’s art of leadership and governance and to raise the Party’s 
capacity to resist corruption, prevent degeneration and withstand risks. By pooling the 
wisdom of the whole Party Comrade Jiang Zemin scientifically reviewed history, pondered 
present realities and planned for the future, and then put forth the important thought of the 
Three Represents, i.e., our Party must always represent the development trend of China’s 
advanced productive forces, the orientation of China’s advanced culture and the fundamental 
interests of the overwhelming majority of the Chinese people. The important thought of the 
Three Represents is the foundation for building our Party, the cornerstone for its governance 
and the source of its strength. This innovative theory takes the Party’s ruling status as the 
pivot and studies and reflects on the new great project of Party building in conjunction with 
the great undertaking of building socialism with Chinese characteristics. It has provided 
a further answer to the question “what socialism is and how to build it,” given a creative 
answer to “what kind of party we must build and how to build it,” enriched and developed 
the theoretical system of socialism with Chinese characteristics and pushed forward the 
Sinicization of Marxism. 

Under the guidance of Deng Xiaoping Theory and the important thought of the Three 
Represents, the great project of Party building gave an impetus to the development of the 
great socialist cause. Our country stood the severe tests of political turbulence and economic 
risks at home and abroad, initiated the new, socialist market economy, ushered in a new phase 
of all-round opening up and successfully brought the overall situation of reform and opening 
up under control. Overall, the Chinese people made a historic leap from having only adequate 
food and clothing to leading a relatively comfortable life and we attained the objectives of 
the first two steps of the three-step strategy for China’s modernization drive, started a new 
phase of development for building a moderately prosperous society in an all-round way 
and speeding up socialist modernization, and advanced the cause of socialism with Chinese 
characteristics into the 21" century. 

With the advent of the new stage in the new century, profound changes took place in the 
conditions of the world, the nation and the Party. China’s development presented a series of 
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new features and faced unprecedented new opportunities and challenges. The CPC Central 
Committee with Comrade Hu Jintao as General Secretary rose to the challenge, forged 
ahead in a pioneering spirit, and, starting from a new historical point, vigorously developed 
socialism with Chinese characteristics. In light of actual conditions, it has put forward a series 
of major new strategic ideas like the scientific concept of development. These new ideas 
give a concentrated expression of the Marxist world outlook and methodology with regard 
to development. It has also provided further answers to the questions of “what socialism 
is and how to build it” and “what kind of party we must build and how to build it” and 
creatively given a reply to the question “what kind of development China should achieve and 
how to achieve it,” thus further improving the theoretical system of socialism with Chinese 
characteristics and opening up a new realm of Sinicization of Marxism. 

Guided by the latest achievements of Sinicized Marxism, our Party has successfully 
responded to a variety of risks and challenges, including the international financial crisis. 
China has now risen to be the second largest economy in the world; its overall national 
strength, people’s living standards and international status and influence have all been 
upgraded. It has created a new situation in the cause of socialism with Chinese characteristics. 

Since the beginning of the new era of reform and opening up, basing its efforts on the 
basic national reality that China is in the primary stage of socialism and tightly focusing on 
the task of building and developing socialism with Chinese characteristics, our Party has 
scored in succession the three major theoretical achievements of Deng Xiaoping Theory, 
the important thought of the Three Represents and the scientific concept of development, 
achievements that constitute a systematic and scientific theoretical system—the theoretical 
system of socialism with Chinese characteristics. This theoretical system inherited and 
developed Marxism-Leninism and Mao Zedong Thought, and achieved the second historic 
leap in the Sinicization of Marxism. Practice tells us that we must constantly achieve 
theoretical innovation in tailoring Marxism to China’s realities, which is the key to the 
victory of Marxism in China. 


IV. Adhering to the Ideological Line of Emancipating Our Minds and Seeking Truth 
from Facts Is Paramount 


In the course of the revolution, construction and reform undertaken by the Chinese people 
under the leadership of the CPC over the past ninety years, there have emerged two historical 
leaps in Marxism, giving birth to the two theoretical formations of Sinicized Marxism— 
Mao Zedong Thought and the theoretical system of socialism with Chinese characteristics. 
Consequently, great achievements have been scored in the three fields of revolution, socialist 
construction and socialist reform and opening up. During this process practical innovation has 
promoted theoretical innovation and theoretical innovation has guided practical innovation, 
providing us with important stimuli: 
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1. The essence and soul of adapting Marxism to conditions in China is seeking truth from 
facts. Being committed to Marxism means, in the last analysis, we must follow the ideological 
line of emancipating our minds and seeking truth from facts. 

The key to the correct leadership of the Party is to take Marxism as the guide; the key to 
taking Marxism as the guide is to integrate Marxism with China’s practice; and the key to 
integrating Marxism with China’s practice is to implement the ideological line of seeking 
truth from facts. Seeking truth from facts is the living soul of Marxism and the essence of 
Sinicized Marxism. Any theory, no matter how good it is, will become a rigid and empty 
dogma if it deviates from the ideological line of seeking truth from facts; and we will commit 
empiricist and dogmatist mistakes in our practice if we take this dogma as our guide. The 
successive innovations in tailoring Marxism to China’s conditions were made in different 
historical periods in the light of different historical themes and for solving different historical 
problems but the Marxist ideological line of seeking truth from facts ran through all of them 
like a red thread. Only when the ideological line of seeking truth from facts prevails will it 
be possible for us to adhere to and constantly develop Sinicized Marxism in the long run and 
make the road of socialism with Chinese characteristics ever broader. 

2. Following the ideological line of seeking truth from facts and constantly promoting the 
Sinicization of Marxism calls on us, first of all, to integrate theory with practice and maintain 
close ties with the masses. 

Integrating theory with practice and maintaining close ties with the masses are two 
inseparable aspects of the ideological line of seeking truth from facts. To be a book 
worshipper or to be realistic, to reach out to the masses or to be divorced from them—this is 
the divide between Marxist and non-Marxist attitudes and between Marxist and non-Marxist 
styles of study and work. If we are to truly stick to the ideological line of seeking truth from 
facts and advance the Sinicization of Marxism we must carry out the Marxist style of study 
that links theory with practice. The style of study is a matter that tests one’s fundamental 
attitude towards Marxism, a matter of the first importance. If we are to seek truth from facts, 
we must proceed from reality, take into account China’s national conditions and combine 
Marxism with the realities of China. If we have an incorrect style of study, adopt an unhealthy 
attitude towards Marxism and treat Marxism as a dogma, we will bring about catastrophic 
damage to the Party’s cause. Style of work is the expression of style of study in actual work. 
Staying in touch with reality is fully in line with reaching out to the masses, and “reality” here 
refers mainly to the actual conditions of the masses. Upholding the style of study that links 
theory with practice means that we must stick to the practice of maintaining close ties with the 
masses, doing everything for the people, relying on the people in all our work and adopting a 
“from the masses, to the masses” working approach. Only when the whole Party acquires fine 
styles of study and work will there be a solid foundation for us to seek truth from facts and 
constantly promote the Sinicization of Marxism. 


3. In order to do a good job of integrating theory with practice and maintaining close 
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ties with the masses, we must keep in close contact with ever developing practice, never be 
divorced from the masses, and continuously advance theoretical innovation in the Sinicization 
of Marxism. 

People always pursue progress. Practice will never end, nor will theoretical innovation. 
Once theoretical innovation comes to a standstill or is interrupted, practice will lose its 
bearings and will suffer setbacks or failures. Only when we persist in theoretical innovation 
will Marxism be able to maintain its vitality and will the Party’s work keep up with the times, 
conform to objective laws and be creative. Over the past 90 years, our Party has striven to 
create a new realm of the development of Marxism in China and has given a scientific answer 
to the fundamental question of “what is Marxism and how to approach it,” so it has been 
able to lead the people in overcoming all difficulties and obstacles, tiding over one crisis 
after another, winning the great victory of the Chinese revolution and achieving brilliant 
attainments in socialist construction and reform. We must, in the practice of the masses, 
adhere to Marxism, develop Marxism, constantly promote its Sinicization and popularization, 
make it an ever innovative theory and use this ever developing Marxism to guide the new 
practice. 

Attaching great importance to the guiding role of Marxism, to the Sinicization of Marxism 
and to the ceaseless innovation of Sinicized Marxism constitutes the ideological source 
and impetus for maintaining the Party’s vanguard nature and represents its fine tradition 
and political advantage. There would have been no birth of the CPC without Marxism and 
its adaptation to the Chinese conditions; in turn, without the CPC there would have been 
no socialism with Chinese characteristics. As long as our Party always keeps to Marxism 
and the Sinicization of Marxism and holds high the great banner of socialism with Chinese 
characteristics, we will surely be able to attain the goal of building a moderately prosperous 
society in all respects by the year 2020 and usher in a splendid era of the great rejuvenation of 
the Chinese nation. 
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